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1906
The dawn of the 20th century 

was a dark period of the 

history of the Balkan 

peninsula. The people of the 

area were fighting to 

establish their new states, as 

the Ottoman Empire was 

rapidly declining. 

Οn the beautiful shores of 

the Black Sea riots and 

persecutions broke out

against the Greek population. 



Having a continuous presence from the 5th century BC. 

on the shores of the Black Sea, the Greeks of Aghialos 

were forced to flee their homeland when, on July 30, 

1906, their city was set on fire.



How did they get there?How did they get there?



Greek colonization 
An organized colonial expansion by the 

Archaic Greeks into the Mediterranean Sea 

and Black Sea in the period of the 8th–6th 

centuries BC (750 and 550 BC).

It consisted of organized direction by the 

originating metropolis instead of the simple 

movement of tribes which characterized the 

earlier migrations. 

Many colonies (Ancient Greek: ἀποικία, 

'home away from home') that were founded 

in this period evolved into strong city-states 

and became independent of their 

metropolis.



The Argonautica, the myth thought 

to pertain to the bold nautical 

expeditions of this period.





Miletus was an ancient Greek city 

on the western coast of Anatolia, 

near the mouth of the Maeander 

River in ancient Ionia. Its ruins are 

located near the modern village of 

Balat in Aydın Province, Turkey. 

Before the Persian rule, that 

started in the 6th century BC, 

Miletus was considered among the 

greatest and wealthiest of Greek 

cities.





The Market Gate of Miletus 

at the Pergamon Museum in Berlin

FUN FACT: Miletus was also a colony!

Miletus was first founded by Cretans, according to Euphorus. 

The city was settled by Sarpedon, who brought colonists from the Cretan Miletus 

and named the city after that Miletus



Aghialos was founded in the 5th or 4th century BC as a colony of Apollonia (today 

Sozopol). 

The name of the town derives from Ancient Greek “αγχι- (aghi-)" ("near, close to") and 

“αλς (als)" (either "salt" or a poetic word for "sea").

The town was mentioned in Strabo's Geographica. 

Aghialos survived through the centuries, met various conquerors but remained a home of 

a vivid Greek community. 

Today the town’s name is Pomorie.  





…back in 1906…back in 1906

The refugees arrived in Greece. At first, they lived concentrated in Athens. Many of 

them supported the view to settle partially in various cities of Greece, but in the end 

prevailed the opinion to gather in one settlement so that there is a hearth with the 

name of the old homeland, Aghialos.

The location where they accepted to 

build their new city was seaside like their 

old homeland. This area, however, was 

still an estate, owned by big landowner 

Panagis Topalis, who then lived in Galaţi, 

Romania.



September 30, 1907 - The foundation ceremony 
of Nea Aghialos in the prefecture of Magnesia



It is a fact that the celebration of the 

foundation of Nea Aghialos made a great 

impression on those who attended it. The 

solemn foundation of Nea Aghialos was at 

the same time an opportunity for the 

Government of Georgios Theotokis to show 

the people of the region, who had suffered 

a great wound during the war of 1897 with 

the advance of the Turks, that the greatness 

of the Kingdom of Greece was again in its 

glories.

Georgios Theotokis (1844 – 1916)

Greek politician from Corfu island, who served four times as 

Prime Minister of Greece in the decade 1899 - 1909.



In 1908 the first 960 stone two-storey and one-storey houses were 

completed. The settlement was named Nea Aghialos. In the center of the 

settlement, in 1907, the Church of Agios Georgios was built in memory of the 

homonymous church of the old homeland. In 1908 the refugees settled en

masse in Nea Aghialos.





The hidden secrets of the landThe hidden secrets of the land

In the area where the present town extends, 

in the past two cities flourished, Pyrasos and 

the Christian Fthiotides Thebes.

Pyrasos was an important ancient city of 

Fthiotida, of the state of king Protesilaos. 

Homer mentions that Protesilaos, son of 

Ifiklos, took men from Fylaki, Pyrasos, Iton, 

Andronas and Pteleos and with 40 black ships 

participated in the Trojan War.

Pyrasos featured a famous temple of Demeter and Kore, 

after which the harbour was later known as Demetrion



In the late 4th century BC, Pyrasos was joined (synoecism) with the neighbouring cities of 

Phylake and Phthiotic Thebes. The new conurbation took the name of Phthiotic or 

Thessalian Thebes. The city remained prosperous under Roman rule, but it was moved 

from the inland site of the old Phthiotic Thebes back to Pyrasos near the sea. 

The city's prosperity from the 4th through the 6th centuries is attested by the number of 

its Early Christian monuments but was ended in a great fire in the late 7th century that 

destroyed the city. The city was rebuilt and apparently continued to be of some note in 

the early Byzantine period—its bishop is last mentioned in the 8th/9th century—but 

never recovered and was eventually eclipsed by the nearby city of Αlmyros.







The most important monuments of the archeological site are:

- Basilica of Agios Dimitrios. Three-aisled early Christian basilica with many chronological 

phases from the 4th - 6th century. The same archeological site includes the two baths and 

the ancient boulevard with shops.

- Basilica of Archbishop Peter. With various chronological phases from the 4th-6th century.

- Basilica of Martyrdom. It dates back to the 4th-6th century.

- Cemetery Basilica.

- Episcopal Palace.

- Basilica II of Bishop Elpidios.



The modern yearsThe modern years

The biggest problem during the first years of Nea Aγhialos was malaria and hematuria

which affected the inhabitants. The southwestern area of the town was swampy and in the 

waters of the swamps there were infected mosquitoes. 

The state provided quinine free of charge to all residents. 

The supply of small fish from Italy in 1932 also contributed a lot to the rehabilitation of the 

city and the extermination of mosquitoes. These fish were thrown in the harbour and in 

the polluted stagnant waters. There the fish multiplied and exterminated the mosquitoes. 

These fish existed until about 1955.



During the World War II Magnesia was occupied by German and Italian 

Troops. 

On April 18, 1943, Italian gunboats from Volos destroyed the ships that 

were stranded in the port of Nea Aghialos. On the 24th they also 

bombed Nea Aghialos. Three days later, on April 27, the Italian 

commander of Volos gave the order to set the village on fire. The 

residents, alerted by the bombing, had already left the village. 

Of the 700 stone houses, 650 were reduced to ashes in one day.





Post-war years

After the Civil War of 1946-1949, Nea Aghialos experienced gradual development. But 

before the reconstruction of the town was completed, there came a new disaster. From 

1954 to 1957 Nea Aghialos, as well as the wider region of Thessaly, was affected by 

catastrophic earthquakes. The city was almost flattened, as most houses collapse or are 

severely damaged.



On July 9, 1980, a large earthquake struck Magnesia and especially Almyros, Nea

Aghialos and other residential areas. Huge damage was caused to the built environment.

The relatively strong tremors started on July 4, causing the first damage and the seismic 

sequence continued until on July 9, at 5.10 am, the first earthquake occurred at 5.4 R to 

erupt a few minutes later the main earthquake which according to the Athens 

Observatory was measured at 6.3 R, while the seismological center of Uppsala (Sweden) 

raised it at 6.5 R. About half an hour later another 5.9 R strong vibration occurred, while 

at least 120 aftershocks measuring 3 to 5.2 R were measured that day.



Today the economy of Nea Aghialos has a rural and urban 

character. Agriculture is developed and at the same time trade 

and handicrafts. 

Nea Aghialos presents a natural beauty, rich antiquities, 

offering the visitor a comfortable, cheerful and happy stay. In 

other words, it is a beautiful and picturesque summer resort. 

In recent years, the effort for the tourist utilization and promotion of the advantages of Nea

Anchialos is in progress, while respecting both the tradition and the protection of the 

environment. With the "Kallikratis" program, Nea Aghialos joined as a Municipal Unit in the 

Municipality of Volos in 2011.
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When the construction of Nea Aghialos was 

completed in May 1908 and the settlement of 

refugees began, there was no school building and 

the classes of the primary school for boys and girls 

(they were separate then) were housed in some 

private houses located in the center of the village.

In 1910, with the legacy of Syggros, a nice 

neoclassical school was built on one side of the 

western large square of the village.





The garden was also exemplary, 

where, among other things, 

many tree nurseries were 

created that quickly transformed 

the dry Aghialos into a "Green 

Village".



The school was set on 

fire, as was the whole of 

N. Aghialos, by the Italian 

occupational forces on 

April 27, 1943





After the fire, the school operated again, by order of the "Government of the 

mountain", the partisans of the Hellenic Liberation Front - EAM but the lessons 

took place in the shed, which had not been burned, and in the church of St. 

Georgios. Throughout the Occupation, the shed and the school yard were the center 

of all the activities of the Resistance Organizations of our village.



The school was rebuilt after the end of the 

war with money raised by "King Paul's 

fundraiser".





Repair after the earthquakes of the 1950s



Since the 1980s, the only school in the area was unable to accommodate the large 

number of its students. It had to operate with 12 classes in 2 shifts (6 classes in the 

morning and 6 classes in the afternoon alternately). The need to establish a second school 

that would decongest the situation became urgent. Thus, in 1985, the 2nd Primary School 

of Nea Aghialos was founded. The new school was built next to the old one at the foot of 

the "Dexameni" hill. The new faculty opened its doors for students in September 1996 

with Mr. Efstathios Vetsikas as its Director taking the name "Varnaleio" in honor of the 

poet Costas Varnalis. 





2nd Primary School of 

Nea Aghialos

1st Primary School of 

Nea Aghialos

1st Kindergarten of Nea

Aghialos

2nd Kindergarten of Nea

Aghialos

Gymnasio of Nea

Aghialos

Lykeio of Nea Aghialos
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This is the beautiful village “Sesklo” near Volos. The prehistoric settlement of Sesklo was 

developed on the hill "Kastraki" as well as in the area around today's Sesklo.



FUN FACT : 

The village got its name from the plant 

“beta vulgaris”, commonly known in 

Greek as “seskoulo” or “pazi” 

(Turkish), a variety of beets.



• The settlement at Sesklo gives its name to the earliest known Neolithic culture of Europe, 
which inhabited Thessaly and parts of Macedonia. The Neolithic settlement was discovered in 
the 1800s and the first excavations were made by the Greek archaeologist, Christos Tsountas.

• The oldest fragments researched at Sesklo place development of the civilization as far back as 
7500 BC — 6200 BC, known as proto-Sesklo and pre-Sesklo. They show an advanced 
agriculture and a very early use of pottery that rivals in age those documented in the near east.



What is Neolithic culture?

The term neolithic is used, especially in archaeology and anthropology, to designate a 

stage of cultural evolution or technological development characterized by the use of 

stone tools, the existence of settled villages largely dependent on domesticated plants 

and animals, and the presence of such crafts as pottery and weaving. 

Man turned from hunter-gatherer (Palaeolithic Period) into a producer, thereby 

dominating nature. 



In Greece the Neolithic settlements were 

scattered across the entire country with the 

greatest density being encountered in the Plain 

of Thessaly where the two most significant 

settlements are situated, Sesklo and Dimini. 

The arrangement of dwellings around streets 

and squares within the settlement constitutes 

the earliest form of architecture and urban 

planning in Europe.



Christos Tsountas (Stenimachos of Eastern Romulia -

Асеновград, 1857 - Athens, June 9, 1934) was a 

Greek classical archaeologist who followed Henry 

Schliemann and completed the most important 

research at the archaeological site of Mycenae, 

including the recognition of the palace of 

Agamemnon.

He carried out many excavations, the most important 

being Sesklo and Agios Andreas. Dimitris Theocharis

continued his excavation work in Sesklo. 

Tsountas, due to lack of resources, was at the same 

time the director, photographer, designer and 

supervisor during the excavation of the project. He 

was a consultant and secretary of the Archaeological 

Society of Athens.



The basic criteria for selecting Sesklo as a place of residence by its Neolithic inhabitants 

are largely preserved to this day. The landscape is impressive with the obvious deposits 

from where the inhabitants of Sesklo supplied the clay for the construction of bricks and 

pottery. 

The place is hilly with access to plains suitable for cultivation, mainly cereals, and also 

suitable for livestock. 

The two streams that still run through the hill from the north and south, were also a key 

element in choosing the location, as they provided water.





• The most impressive building of 
the archeological site in Sesklo is the 
so-called "megaro", which was 
excavated by Chr. Tsountas in the 
early 20th century. 

• It was built during the Late 
Neolithic period on the highest point 
of Kastraki hill and was surrounded 
by a system of circular stone 
enclosures. Around this central core 
were ordered the other houses of 
the settlement, which were smaller 
and simpler in construction.



The building, conventionally called "House of the Kerameas", is one of the most 

interesting in the prehistoric settlement of Sesklo. 

It is located at the top of Kastraki hill, next to the central mansion of the settlement 

(rooms 7-8-9) and owes its name to the first excavator of the area, Chr. Tsountas, who 

described it as a "ceramic workshop", because many vessels were preserved inside due 

to its sudden destruction by fire.







''The Nurse''. Clay figurine of a 

woman sitting on a stool with 

an infant in her arms. 

Sesklo (Thessaly), 4800-4500 

BC.



Bronze and gold jewellery

worn by the buried woman in 

grave 25 of the Sesklo

cemetery. 

Middle Bronze Age (1900-

1600 BC).



Stone tools, one of them preserves its bone handle.

6th to 4th millennium BC. Acropolis of Sesklo, Magnesia.



Sesklo and Dimini Late Neolithic Pottery 5300-4500 BC.

Greek Prehistory Gallery, National Museum of Archaeology









• The Neolithic settlement of Dimini is 

located on a low hill, at a distance of 3 km 

from Volos, on the northwestern outskirts 

of the current village of Dimini. Excavations 

in the settlement were made at the 

beginning of the last century by 

archaeologists V. Stai and Chr. Tsountas

(1901 - 1903) and were continued years 

later (1974 - 1977) by Professor G. 

Chourmouziadis.



Dimini was first inhabited in the Late Neolithic (early 5th millennium) and the architectural 

remains give us the image of an organized Neolithic settlement that presents a unique 

architectural element: the six stone enclosures built around in pairs. The houses are located 

around the main courtyard or in the space created between the pairs of enclosures, they are 

large and have auxiliary side buildings that leave between them a homeless space for a 

common courtyard.





The findings of the excavations include stone and bone tools, figurines and jewelry, as 

well as pottery, written and engraved which is the culmination of Neolithic ceramic art. 

At the beginning of the 3rd millennium the settlement is abandoned and only the 

“Megaron" of the central courtyard, was in use by a large farming family, while in the 2nd 

millennium the hill is used as a cemetery.



Clay spherical vase 

with polychrome 

decoration. Dimini, 

Magnesia, Late 

Neolithic (5300-4800 

BC).

This most perfect example of the Polychrome Style, which was prevalent in the Late Neolithic period, is unique on account 

of its form and decoration. The spiral motive prevails in the centre of the field, framed by curved linear themes.



The Neolithic settlement of Dimini is 

characterized by the existence of a unique 

architectural plan. These are six concentric, 

almost circular walls made of small slate stones 

that surround the whole hill in pairs. The 

enclosures are wide enough (more than 1 

meter) and are preserved at a sufficient height 

(1-2 meters). The houses seem to "rest" on the 

enclosures. At four points the enclosures 

intersect by long narrow corridors that ended in 

the central courtyard.





The first excavator Chr. Tsountas, based on 

the data of that time, claimed that the 

enclosures were a system of defensive walls 

that protected the settlement and especially 

the "mansion" of the central courtyard, 

where the residence of the lord of the 

settlement was located.

G. Chourmouziadis, who resumed the 

excavations on the hill in 1974 proposed that 

the enclosures were purely spatial elements 

of the settlement, overturning the previous 

view that it was a fortified Neolithic Acropolis. 

In his view it was a perfectly organized rural 

settlement where an exemplary social system 

had been developed, which was based on a 

mixed farming economy.



"MEGARON" OF THE CENTRAL YARD

To the north of the Central courtyard, on 

the top of the hill, there is a large 

"Megaron", a building that is not a single 

room, but consists of two large rooms and 

a space in front of them.

According to the first excavator of the 

settlement, Chr. Tsountas, the "Megaron" 

of the Central Courtyard was the residence 

of the lord of the Neolithic settlement and 

therefore was located at the top of the hill.



Demetrias



The ancient city of Demetrias, built in a 

strategic position in the Pagasitic Gulf, was 

named after its founder, Demetrios 

Poliorkitis. The Macedonian king at the 

beginning of the 3rd c. BC united the small 

settlements of the area, to create a strong 

economic and political center, using as its core 

the classic city of Pagases. The area of ancient 

Demetrias has a long history, from the 

Neolithic era to the early Christian years.



Inside the city, on the hill, the Hellenistic palace complex is preserved, which was 

developed on two floors and on many levels. It operated until the 2nd c. BC. and in Roman 

times part of it was used as a cemetery. A little further south is the market, the financial 

and administrative center of the city, with the temple of Iolkia Artemis.











In the modern city of Nea Anchialos, the ruins of the early Christian city of Fthiotides Thebes 

have been excavated for about a century. The excavations at the Archaeological Site of Nea

Anchialos, started in 1924 by Georgios Sotiriou at the expense of the Archaeological Society 

and continue to this day by the Ephorate of Antiquities of Magnesia.





The city was an important port, but also a religious center and experienced exceptional 

economic and cultural prosperity from the 4th to the end of the 6th century. Fthiotides

Thebes is one of the most important early Christian centers of Eastern Illyricum and the seat 

of a Bishop, according to plinths with the inscription ΕΚΚΛ (ησία) ΘΗΒ (ων). After the 9th c. 

begins the gradual abandonment of the city and the movement of its inhabitants in the area 

of Almyros.



Among the most important archeological findings of the area, are considered the 

many basilicas that the archeological excavations brought to light, and which are 

placed chronologically in the 5th and 6th century AD. 

A special feature of these constructions is the interesting mosaic floors which, 

thanks to the efforts of archaeologists, are still preserved in excellent condition. 

The unveiling of a part of the ancient wall, the length of which is estimated at 

about 2 km, enclosing an area of   250,000 square meters, shows the size of 

Fthiotides Thebes and its importance in antiquity.
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"Convention on the Greek-Turkish 

Borders" in Turkish and French, which 

aimed at the implementation of the 

agreement between Turkey and the 

“Powers” (England, France and Russia) 

that signed the Treaty of Berlin which 

resulted the independence of Thessaly

At the top of the right page is the so-

called tugra, i.e., the signature of the 

Sultan.



The city of Volos was liberated by the Turks 

and incorporated into the Kingdom of 

Greece on November 2, 1881.



After its incorporation into the Greek 

Kingdom, Volos had a population of only 

4,900, but grew rapidly in the next decades. 

The development of the town was based on 

its port and the railway.



The Volos-Milees railway, or the Pelion 

train, as it is better known, was built in two 

stages, between 1894 and 1903. For 80 

years, it was a reference point for the area.

The company “Railways of Thessaly” 

signed a contract with the Greek State, in 

1895, for the construction of a railway line, 

which would connect Volos with the 

shores of the Pagasitic Gulf, and those with 

Larissa, Karditsa, Trikala and Kalampaka. 

The Italian engineer Evaristo de Chirico 

(father of the painter Giorgio de Chirico) 

undertook the design and supervision of 

the works in the area of Pelion.





Volos met intense industrial activity and was transformed at the beginning of the 20th 

century into the second industrial center of the country after Piraeus.

The significant economic growth provided a strong base for the construction of beautiful 

public and private buildings influenced by the western European architecture.
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Languages, arts, fabrics and aesthetics 

- a multicultural paradise in full bloom 

that went out in the flames.

The Catastrophe of Asia Minor 

Generalized expulsion and extermination of a large part of the Greek and Christian 

population of Asia Minor. In total, in the autumn of 1922, about 900,000 refugees 

from Asia Minor arrived in Greece. 



The Asia Minor Catastrophe is considered the greatest calamity of Modern 

Hellenism. With the Treaty of Lausanne and the obligatory exchange of populations, 

the Hellenism of Asia Minor and Eastern Thrace was uprooted from its eternal 

homeland. Hundreds of thousands of Greek and Armenian Christians were 

exterminated and the rest came as refugees, without their property, to Greece. The 

almost bankrupt Greek state had to quickly house and treat this huge population.



















The ocean liner "Greater Greece" transports refugees to Volos





Volos received the largest number of refugees, in a proportion of 30% of its population, 

from the Asia Minor catastrophe. The refugee waves were continuous, the first in the 

autumn of 1922 and the next after the population exchanges in September 1924.



Refugee tents in 1922



Houses of the refugee settlement 

that were built and inhabited in 

1924. Here are the two 2-storey 

buildings, which served as 

primary schools.

The photo shows the school,  

children and residents of Nea

Ionia.







The first composition of the 

football team “Prosfygigki”.





A refugee house in the location “the Squares” that was built and inhabited in 1924. 

One room in front for one family and one back for another family. The toilets were 

shared (one for four families).







Finally, the struggle of those 13,000 refugees who settled in the industrial city of Volos in 

the 20es, with their constant human effort and work, managed to form a new urban 

space, which developed into the organized municipality of Nea Ionia with its own 

professional and social life. 

The integration of refugees into city life was neither straightforward nor easy. In the first 

decades of cohabitation, discrimination between "refugees" and "locals" prevailed, but 

over time, these stereotypes diminished. Nea Ionia expanded spatially and in terms of 

population, acquiring infrastructure and attracting new inhabitants. Today, Volos retains 

the identity of the multi-collection city on the basis of which it was formed and developed 

while the fourth generation of refugees has already been born.



Volos during the World War II



On April 21, 1941, after continuous bombardment, Volos was occupied. The city, like the 

rest of Greece, suffers under the Occupation of the Axis Powers. The Occupation caused 

enormous suffering, great loss of human life and incalculable material disasters, which led 

to the complete collapse of the economy.

The building known as "Yellow Warehouse" was 

used by the Germans as a detention center and 

place of torture, while executions took place in 

public places, very often in today's Eleftherias

Square.





Thursday, October 19, 1944

Volos is liberated. The German conquerors leave, and the city celebrates





In the 1950s, Volos, with its wounds still open from the period of the German 

Occupation and the Civil War, experiences another catastrophe. From 1954 to 1957 

he was affected by catastrophic earthquakes and floods. The city is almost flattened, 

as most of the houses, the public buildings and all the industrial infrastructure 

collapse or suffer serious damage. 

Thousands of residents are left homeless, transport infrastructure is severely 

affected, factories are shutting down and the local economy is entering a phase of 

repression.





Volos in the ‘60s

Industrial development and economic growth



In 1960 the industries of Volos were 

reduced to 54 from the 67 that 

existed before the war and none of 

them employed more than 10 

workers. 

Five years later, a law provided the 

framework to establish industrial 

areas in Volos, which brought 

capital from other areas of Greece 

in the city. The economy recovered 

and industries grew to 96. They 

employed a total of 6,812 workers.











Volos in the ‘70s - ’90s

Economic Stagnation and decline



The industrial development that Volos experienced until the first post-war years did not 

have a similar continuity during the second half of the 20th century. Large factories 

stopped working. 

The operation of the Industrial Zone since 1969 led to a temporary industrial boom with 

the establishment of new industries. But in the mid-1980s, the deindustrialization of 

Volos began to become a fact.



Volos in the 21st Century

Recovering from the Economic crisis 



In 1984 the University of Thessaly was founded with headquarters in Volos and schools or 

departments in all Thessalian cities. The University, which accepted the first students in 

1989 and today hosts about 15,000 students and more than 500 teaching and technical 

staff, gave a new breath to the intellectual life of Volos. 

Municipal Theater, the Conservatory, as well as the Symphony Orchestra of the city with 

their artistic activities define the cultural profile of the city. 

In 2004, Volos became an "Olympic city", after hosting some football matches within the 

framework of the Olympic Games. The games took place at the new state-of-the-art 

Panthessalian Stadium, which was built for the needs of the Olympic Games.
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Pelion is a mountain at the 

southeastern part of Thessaly in 

northern Greece, forming a hook-

like peninsula between the 

Pagasetic Gulf and the Aegean Sea. 

Its highest summit, Pourianos

Stavros, is 1.624 metres.



The mountain is thickly forested, mainly of beech, oak, maple and chestnut trees, with olive, 

apple, pear trees and plane tree groves surrounding places with water. Pelion is considered 

one of the most beautiful mountains in Greece and is a popular tourist attraction 

throughout the year: hiking trails and stone paths give access to springs, numerous beaches, 

sandy or pebbly, appear among lusciously green slopes. Pelion is an amply watered mountain 

with an abundance of springs, gorges, streams and rivulets. 



The higher 

elevations of the 

mountain receive 

enough snowfall to 

host skiing facilities 

that operate from 

Christmas to Easter. 



Pelion's twenty-four villages retain the traditional architecture 

and construction, with stone buildings made from carved local 

grey, blue, or green slate and red clay. They are built on terraces 

on the slopes and offer stunning vistas of the surrounding slopes 

and the sea. 





Houses are usually multi-storied 

and feature the characteristic 

Pelian construction, with tall 

windows and lots of painted 

ornaments. 

Pelian tradition calls for three-

level houses, with the ground 

floor used for work (tools, 

kitchen, storage, washing, 

weaving), the middle floor used 

for socializing (common rooms), 

and the top floor for private 

rooms (bedrooms). 



The Centaurs 

The Centaurs lived in the caves of Mt Pelion 

and were violent and impulsive creatures 

with a head, arms, and torso of a human, and 

the body of a horse. They hunted wild 

animals and armed themselves with tree 

branches and rocks. The most celebrated 

among the Centaurs was wise Chiron, son of 

Cronus and the nymph Philyra. Chiron 

became a renowned teacher who mentored 

many of the greatest Greek heroes including 

Jason, Achilles, Theseus and the god 

Asclepius. 
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Beaches of 

Pelion

Top 5

Beaches of 

Pelion

Top 5



Platanias

The fishing village of 

Platanias lies in front of 

the stunning long 

stretched beach of 

Platanias. This stunning 

golden sandy beach is 

ideal for a peaceful swim, 

surrounded by pebbles. 

No

5

No

5





Potistika

Potistika is a natural 

paradise of magnificent 

large sandy beaches, with 

clean blue waters 

combined with the green 

of the mountain. Rocky 

blocks decorate the 

landscape giving to the 

place a natural and 

savage atmosphere.

No

4

No

4





Damouchari

This lovely natural little 

port situated on the 

eastern coast of Pelion 

can be reached by boat 

from Agios Ioannis and 

Mylopotamos, or by foot 

from the road coming 

from Tsagarada or via the 

magnificent gorge of 

Mouressi.

No

3

No

3





Agios Ioannis

Agios Ioannis is an 

extremely beautiful 

sandy beach on the 

northern side of Pelion, 

52 km east of Volos. 

Trees and fabulous 

waters combining 

together are forming a 

landscape of dreams. 

No

2

No

2





Mylopotamos

Mylopotamos is the most 

famous of the beaches of 

Pelion and is located in 

the famous Tsagarada. 

The beach is divided in 

two with a stone arch 

making the scenery 

"magical"!

No

1

No

1



The beach is divided in two by a rock, with a hole-portico in its center, which offers protection 

from the wind and shade from the sun. Its golden sand is combined with white pebbles and joins 

the transparent turquoise waters and the dense green of the mountain.







A trip to 

Sporades

A trip to 

Sporades



The Sporades are an 

archipelago along the east 

coast of Greece, in the Aegean 

Sea. They consist of 24 islands, 

four of which are permanently 

inhabited: Alonnisos, Skiathos, 

Skopelos and Skyros. 

"Sporades" means "those 

scattered" (compare with 

"sporadic"). 

From Classical Antiquity the 

name has referred to the 

Aegean island groups outside 

the central archipelago of the 

Cyclades.



SkiathosSkiathos







Koukounaries Beach stretches in a long arc of honey-coloured sand by rows of shore pines. 

Behind it is a sloshing sea lagoon, which drifts inland from the extreme southwest of the 

island. It takes around 30 minutes in the car to get here from Skiathos Town, which means 

trading the happening harbour for rows of sunbeds right on the sand.



At Lalaria Beach, the water gleams turquoise and the cliffs 

shimmer white under the sun. It surely is one of the most 

dramatic beaches in Skiathos. It's not the easiest to get to, 

though. In fact, no roads head down to the pebbles. Instead, 

you'll have to hop on a boat at Skiathos Harbour and whiz 

north around the headlands. 

At Lalaria Beach, the water gleams turquoise and the cliffs 

shimmer white under the sun. It surely is one of the most 

dramatic beaches in Skiathos. It's not the easiest to get to, 

though. In fact, no roads head down to the pebbles. Instead, 

you'll have to hop on a boat at Skiathos Harbour and whiz 

north around the headlands. 



Agia Paraskevi is some 6.4 km to the southwest of 

Skiathos Town, situated in the heart of the most popular 

area for holidaymakers. A good mix of beach hotels and 

little island tavernas meet where the village of Agia

Paraskevi joins the sea. Families get clean swimming 

waters and sunbeds, and there's even a watersports 

facilities with pedal boats and jet skis.



Kanapitsa, one of Skiathos’ hidden beaches, lies on the Kalamaki peninsula. 

Poking out from the southern coast on the way from Skiathos to Koukounaries, 

it's connected to the main town by public bus and water taxi. The rhythm of life 

seems to slow on this remote corner of the island, where fishing boats bob on 

the wind swells.





SkopelosSkopelos













12km from Chora lies the pebble beach of Panormos situated within a sheltered green bay of the 

same name from where you can take in the great view, especially at sunset. This is the only 

beach on the island with deep blue waters which makes it popular during the Summer. 



One of the beaches used for filming scenes from Mama 

Mia, small yet spectacular Kastani Beach is located 21km 

from Chora with access via a dirt road. The sandiest 

beach on the island of Skopelos, pine trees stretch right 

down to the rocky shore with sunbeds available on half 

of the beach. 





Milia, the long and wide organized beach, located 13km from Chora, is divided into two 

by rock formations, the left side being the busy side with sunbeds to hire and beach bar, 

the right-side quieter and more secluded. Deemed as the most beautiful on the island 

with views out to the small island of Dassia and a backdrop of pine trees.



Limnonari, a sheltered sandy beach can be found 9.5km from Chora, accessible by fishing boat or road 

with a short path down to the beach from the parking area. It has sunbeds to hire, a taverna, and 

boats moored out in the bay making for a picturesque scene, especially with the pine tree-covered 

hills behind. 




